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STAFFORD LADIES HOCKEY CLUB

www.staffordladieshc.co.uk
Honorary Secretary: Christine Weetman, 7 Bridle Road, Stafford, ST17 0QD

Tel 07790 078118; e-mail:christineweetman@hotmail.co.uk 

August 2010
Dear players, parents, associate members and new members
Welcome to a new and exciting era for our club.  This season sees Stafford Ladies taking the radical step of employing the services of a coach (Andy Jones), primarily for the 1st and 2nd XI, but his input will benefit all players within the club.  He will be at training, attending the matches and will have input at selection.  His view is that we should be enthusiastic with regard to attending training sessions, as well as be reliable and available for selection, and should be proud to play for the club for whichever team we are selected.  This is a great opportunity for the club as a whole as it shows that we have ambition to succeed in our current leagues, and in the future gain promotion into higher leagues.
Andy will be working with Rob, our current club coach, which means we can all benefit from his knowledge and experience, so I hope this season will see many more of you attending training sessions regularly, and feeling positive about whichever team you are selected in.  

So, if you wish to progress through the teams your future is very much in your own hands. Of course there will still always be room for those of us who wish to play hockey on a Saturday at any level and enjoy the exercise and camaraderie which this provides.

The number of teams in divisions 1 and 2 has increased which means more league games; in turn players will have to be available for more weeks in the season – including some half term weeks.  Let’s hope for a mild winter because there are not many free weeks to replay cancelled matches.  Please see the league dates attached.
This letter should contain all the information you need regarding payments, kit, match arrangement etc, but if I have missed anything please feel free to contact me.  Please note the dates for the league matches this season and try to make yourself available on these weeks.  Also, following all the bad weather cancellations last season, please remember that some matches may be rescheduled in the non-league weeks.
Please take the time to read the enclosed information – and please take the time to complete and return the registration forms.

Practice Sessions

Pre-season practice sessions for members will again be held at Beaconside, as follows:

Wednesdays 25/08/2010 and 01/09/2010 from 8.00 pm until 9.30 pm; (No junior training on Wednesdays until 8th September although juniors playing in senior teams are welcome at senior training)
Saturday 04/09/2010, club day from 2.30 pm (1.45 pm meet) for all players.  Please note there is no training on Saturday 28th August.
Subsequent practices and training sessions will be on Wednesdays between 8.00 pm and 9.30 pm.  Junior training will commence on Wednesday 8th September 2010 at 7.00 pm.

Stafford Borough Council is continuing its Monday evening session for juniors, 7.00pm to 8.00pm, commencing towards the end of September. Senior members who have coaching qualifications are asked to try and attend these when they can.

Competitive games start on Saturday 18th September for 1st and 2nd XI, and 25th September for other teams.  (See below)
League Dates
18th September


Divisions 1 & 2 only


25th September


All Divisions

2nd October


All Divisions

9th October


All Divisions

16th October


All Divisions                                

23rd October Half Term

Divisions 1 & 2 only



6th November


All Divisions

13th November


All Divisions



20th November


All Divisions

27th November


All Divisions



4th December


All Divisions





11th December


All Divisions

22nd January


All Divisions







29th January


All Divisions

5th February


All Divisions

12th February


All Divisions




19th February Half Term

Divisions 1 & 2 only




5th March


All Divisions

12th March


All Divisions





19th March


All Divisions

26th March


All Divisions

2nd April



Divisions 1 & 2 only


      




Club Contacts

Club Captain:

Mary Moss


07854 531619 
Chair:



Hilary Glaister

07709 393700 
Honorary Secretary:

Christine Weetman

07790 078118 

Honorary Treasurer:
Donna Thurgarland

07712 576836 


Annual Subscriptions for 2010 – 2011 season

Membership categories and annual subscriptions for the 2010 - 2011 season remain unchanged at:

Senior Full Playing Member: £60.00;

Senior Full Playing Member in full-time education: £35
Junior or Student Playing Member: £35
Non-playing member: £35
(Goalkeepers providing own kit to pay half of the applicable rate).

These can be paid directly into the club bank account – but please complete the registration form and send it to me (electronically preferably) indicating that you have done this.

The bank details for those paying electronically can be found on your registration forms.
Please note that Annual Subscriptions are payable in full by 30th September 2010. Late payments will result in a surcharge of 25% being added to your subscription. Should you have difficulty in paying, or wish to pay by instalments, please contact Donna Thurgarland, Honorary Treasurer in confidence.

Please note that for insurance purposes, and in order to comply with Stafford Ladies Hockey Club and Staffordshire Ladies Hockey League rules, only members of the Club who have paid or made appropriate arrangements with the Treasurer to pay their subscription are eligible to play hockey.

Insurance

The Annual Subscription rates listed above all include insurance.  Any members from last year will be insured until 30th September this year, but this will only be renewed on this date on payment of your subscriptions.  If you are unfortunate enough to receive an injury whilst playing for the Club, please contact the insurers direct immediately, to let them know that you will be making a claim.  We are insured with Marshall Woolridge.  If you have a query you can contact them via their website at marshallwoolridge.com, or ring them on 01132 506614.  Our policy reference should you need it is HOCK 0025/0079.
Match Fees

These remain unchanged this season at:

Senior members: £7.00 per game.  This includes £2 training fee
Junior members: £5.00 per game.  This includes £2 training fee 
Junior members attending Monday training only: £2 per session. 
(A charge will be levied for attendance at training only, whilst not playing in a Saturday team).

Captains and Vice Captains

	Team / Role
	Name
	Contact Number

	1st XI Captain
	Loz Davenport
	07786 653303

	2nd XI Captain
	Becky Cotton
	07703 043773

	3rd XI Captain
	Sam Bevington
	07769 778515

	4th XI Captain
	Jane Haden Lane
	07902 207286

	5th XI Captain 
	Sami Poxon
	07791 701832

	Junior Captain
	Lana Sweeney
	07833 786625

	Badgers
	Joan Manzie
	07982 260143


Committee Members

Nicky Sweeney, Berni Bendall, Vicki Williams, Kate Faulconbridge 
Availability:  You should give your availability to your captain on a Saturday, preferably for 2 or 3 weeks in advance.  This should be your availability to play for any team, not just the one you are currently in.  Please indicate if you are not able to make a particular time.  This will make the job of selection much easier.
If you do not attend training on a Wednesday evening, you must telephone Geraldine Almond, Team Secretary, on 01785-242979 between the following times to find out when and where you are playing on the following Saturday:

Wednesday:
6.00pm – 8.00pm

Thursday:
6.00pm – 8.00pm

It is very important that you call Gerry during the above times. In an emergency Mary Moss may be contacted at other times.  Players will be charged 50p if they do not call in, to cover the costs incurred by Captains chasing up players and/or finding replacements.  If you have a problem with your availability, you must inform a team captain as soon as possible.

Travelling Expenses

Travelling expenses will be payable to members who use their cars to take other members to away games, and to umpires, at the rate of 20p per mile.
Refreshments

For the 2010 – 2011 season, after-match refreshments will again kindly be provided at The Shire Horse.  It is the duty of the Club (and a requirement of Staffordshire Ladies Hockey League) to provide hospitality to visiting teams; it is therefore the responsibility of all playing members to remain after a match and socialise with our guests.  Junior members who require transport should therefore make arrangements to be collected from the pub and not from Beaconside, after home matches.

Stafford Ladies Hockey Club does not condone or encourage under-age drinking, but we would like to point out to parents that the Club does attend licensed premises for the consumption of refreshments after a game. 

Playing Kit 

Players are reminded that the Club’s playing colours are Gold shirts and socks, and Navy Blue skirts. The Club’s change kit is white shirts and socks with navy blue skirts. Cycling shorts, if worn, must be either Navy Blue or Black, and must not be longer than the skirt worn. Both Club and Staffordshire Ladies Hockey League Rules state that all outfield players must wear a skirt; you may be excluded from a game if you do not wear the appropriate skirt.

On a safety note, please also make every effort to wear shin pads and a gum shield.

Mary Moss is in charge of all kit orders.  

Match Cancellations

If there is any doubt that matches might not be played due to adverse weather conditions, please telephone your team Captain to obtain information and/or instructions.

Club Welfare Officer

We have a club Welfare Officer, Nicola Sweeney, whose role is to safeguard and ensure the well-being of our junior and young adult members.  Anyone wishing to speak to Nicola in confidence should email nikkisweeney@btconnect.com or ring 01785 607051.
Social 
Kate Faulconbridge and Vicki Williams have volunteered to co-ordinate social events this season so if you think you can help them please let them know.  We will be grateful for any ideas you may have for promoting the club or any fund-raising ideas. Please don’t be shy about coming forward, as your input is always valuable to the club’s success. 

50 Club / Fundraising
The Club operates a 50’s club fundraising scheme where you have the opportunity to win back some cash whilst helping the club in its fundraising efforts.  For a stake of only £2 a month you will be entered into a monthly draw with a chance of winning £20, £15 or £10.  Sadly there are plenty of numbers vacant, so please help support your Club and have a number. If we manage to get our membership up to the full 50 then the first prize money will increase to £25.  To join please complete the attached direct-debit form and return to the Treasurer.  Alternatively you can pay for a full year (£24) by cheque.

If you have any other ideas for fund-raising or sponsorship, please inform a Committee member.

It is imperative that we get as much income from fund-raising as possible in order to keep the subscriptions and match fees at an affordable level.

Club Website

Stafford Ladies Hockey Club has a new website (see header).  Berni is working hard to keep this site up to date.  All members are encouraged to visit the website as often as possible.  Feel free to contribute any interesting items for publication, or ideas for further development through your captain or a committee member.  
It is intended that all teams submit match reports every week (win, lose or draw) for publication in the Newsletter and on the website.
Some pictures would be nice too if anyone has any.

Umpiring and Coaching

Please let a Committee member know if you are interested in taking an umpire’s course or coaching course. Both coaching and umpiring courses are available locally, and grants or other financial help may also be available.

Registration Form 

The attached Registration Form is designed to ensure that the Club’s records are accurate and up to date for the new season.  Your personal details will not be distributed (other than to Team Captains or other Club Officials or as required by England Hockey or other such representative or regulatory body) without your permission.  Please note that the Club keeps members’ records on an electronic database; every effort is made to comply with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1998.

It is vital that you complete and sign the appropriate Member Registration Form and remember to include accurate contact numbers and email addresses. 

Return it to me as soon as possible along with your fees and I will forward any payments to the Treasurer. 

If you have any problems or queries please feel free to ask.  I hope you all have an enjoyable and successful season.

Cheers

Christine Weetman

Honorary Secretary

